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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME II

The completion and publication of Volume II of the digital revision of The
Colorado Postal Encyclopedia has taken much longer than anticipated. It is nearly twice
the size of Volume I (16 versus 15 counties but 1814 versus 957 pages). The larger size
of Volume II is intended to make it possible to include the entire digital revision on either
three or four DVDs. We have now covered 31 of Colorado’s 64 counties including the
two largest in page count (Denver and El Paso). Nonetheless, a variety of problems too
numerous to detail has delayed this publication overly long. For that we apologize.

Because this is a digital revision it might be appropriate to explain that term in
more detail than was done in the Introduction to Volume I. Some have asked about a
printed version. That was never our intention. The sheer size of the revision (est. to be
five to six thousand pages) precluded that option. However, the revision has been
arranged as the original chapters that Bill Bauer published in the Historian. Each chapter
has its own title page and page numbering which permits the printing of individual
chapters if the reader so wishes. Please note that all images have a similar black frame
lines around them. The computer screen appearance often fails to show parts of these
lines. This is an artifact of the computer rendering only, and all will print with the full
frame lines when printed at 300dpi.

For a digital revision the best choice at the time seemed to be as an Adobe
Portable Document File® (PDF). This file type can be read on most any computer; the
software for doing so (Adobe Reader®) is free and readily available. That most essential
part of any useful document, the index, is not published since PDFs are readily searchable
while in use.

The choice of DVD format seemed most appropriate at the time. Now I
understand that computers are commonly manufactured without DVD drives. The
revision can easily be transferred to either the Cloud or onto an external drive. What
storage methods will be widely used in the future we know not.

A few of the covers illustrated in the printed version were no longer available for
illustration. These were from Bauer’s collection, which was sold in 2013. Although the
Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library has Bill’s records and files, he apparently did not
photograph all of the covers he illustrated. We have replaced most of those with similar
covers but some simply had to left out of the revision. Unfortunately, a few of his cancel
tracings also could not be located. They have been indicated in the revision by printing
in red.

We have retained Bill’s exact text throughout with very, very few exceptions.
These exceptions were necessitated either to keep a uniform layout on the pages or to
enhance clarity in a few instances. In the first cases, slightly different wording was
substituted but without altering the meaning of the text.

We fully realize much of what is here is 20+ years old from when Bill first wrote
it. The intent of our revision was to add new unlisted cancels, solicit further information
and examples of listed cancels, and to provide a gallery of covers in color. It was not our
intention to revisit the town and post office sites and revise driving directions and provide
modern driving directions. We leave that part of the adventure to avid Colorado postal
historians.
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